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pe 7 light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, 
and glorify your Father which is in heaven.—MATTHEW v: 16. 
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DISCOURSE BY PRESIDENT GEORGE Q. CANNON. 


THE congregation assembled at the Parowah Stake Conference, Parowan, 
Utah, on Monday, June 20, 1892, was addressed by President George Q. 
Cannon, who spoke as follows : As I see a good many of the youth 
present, I would like to give our boys a little chapter of my experience. 
My hair is growing white now, and although I do not think I am old, I 
suppose everybody else would call me old. I therefore may say something 
that if I were younger might not be deemed proper. When I was a boy I 
made up my mind that I would be just as good a boy as I possibly could 
be. When I was quite a young fellow I had a very dear friend. He 
was the most brilliant young man, of his age, that I knew in this Church. 
Some of our associates would drink whisky when they could get it, and 
he found fault with me because I did not drink whisky. Said he, George, 
you are unsociable. Why can’t you drink a little whisky with the boys? 
It won’t hurt you. I don’t care anything about whisky, but I like to be 
sociable ; and it don’t look well for us to refuse to drink with them.” I 
said, “ All right, so far as you are concerned, but I don’t drink whisky.” 
And I refused to taste it. Well, I know that it made me an unsociable 
young man with them. He was a man of fine promise, and occupied 
prominent positions ; but when he was thirty-four years of age he filled a 
drunkard’s grave, and left this reputation as a dreadful legacy to his 
family. When I talked and reasoned with him he did not think that he 
would ever become a drunkard. He said that he did not care about 
liquor. But that was his fate. 

Since then I have been in a great deal of society where wine drinking 
has been common, and where smoking has been the rule, and it is my ex- 
periehce that I was always more respected than.if ever I had either drank 
or smoked. I lost no credit in any society that I have ever been in for 
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not partaking of these things. On the contrary, I found that I had more 
influence, because men will respect others who are firm in these matters. 
There is no man who drinks that does not in his soul feel that he would 
be better off if he did not drink, and he admires a man who does not 
drink. Now, I am at my present age, and I have never drunk a glass of 
liquor in my life. I made up my mind when I was a boy that I would 
neither smoke nor chew tobacco, and I never have. I made up my mind, 
also, that I would not drink tea or coffee, and I have observed that 
through my life, and I know I am healthier and better for it. 3 

I started out in life in that way. I wanted to bea Latter-day Saint, 
and I wanted to be an Elder in this Church. That was the highest ambi- 
tion I ever had. I never wanted to hold any other office; but I did 
desire exceedingly that I might be considered worthy to preach the Gospel 
of the Son of God. When that office was conferred upon me, that was all 
I desired. I have shrunk from holding office. I have besought my 
‘brethren not to choose me to fill positions. I knew when I was a boy 
that I should be chosen one of the Apostles, and I have gone out more 
than once in secret and besought the Lord to choose somebody else, for I 
did not want to fill that position. I dreaded it, for I knew how serious a 
thing it would be to hold so sacred an office as that of an Apostle. I have 
asked God if I could be saved and exalted without that office, to choose 
someone else. When I was chosen one of the First Presidency, I besought 
President Taylor and my brethren not to choose me; that there were 
others who were far more capable than I to fill the position. But it was 
so ordered, and I have endeavored to the best of my ey! in anced, | 
to fill that position. 13258 

I do not speak in this strain to excite in your minde ambition for offen, 
but to encourage you to put yourselves in positions. where you can be use- 
ful. Do not acquire these miserable habits. Do not allow intoxicating 
beverages to touch your lips. Do not fall into the destructive habit of 
smoking cigarettes and chewing tobacco. Do not give way to drinking 
tea or coffee, and other things of this kind. Be Latter-day omens Be 
firm wherever you are, and set an example to everybody. : 

I want to say that much to the young boys. I need not say it to the 
girls ; for it is a remarkable thing that women, as a rule, do not drink 
liquor or use tobacco. They are not given to these evil practices, and in 
this respect they set an example to their brothers, to their sons, to their 
husbands, and in some instances, no doubt, to their fathers. The women 
in this Church are worthy of all praise. They are more attentive to their 
meetings, more faithful in the observance of the duties that devolve upon 
them, and have proved stauncher advocates of the truth and shown less 
treachery in our recent troubles than the men have. I know that God is 
exceedingly pleased with the women of this Church, for they have shown 
characteristics that are worthy of the angels in heaven. I know that God 
will bless the mothers and the daughters of Zion for their fidelity to the 
Gospel, and for the devotion that they manifest. And the men of this 
Church might take lessons from the sisters in the way they attend to 
meetings and perform the other duties that devolve upon them. There- 
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fore I say it is not necessary to talk to our sisters aboutjdrinking. I do 
not know a woman in the Church, of any standing, that ever touches any 
intoxicating drinks. I do not know a woman in the Church that 
smokes or chews tobacco. A young man would think he was courting a 
queer sort of girl if, when he went to visit her, she should pull out a 
cigarette and commence smoking, and ask him if he would not take a 
smoke ; or if she should produce a bottle of beer, and ask him if he would 
not take a glass of beer with her. And why have they not just as much 
right to do that as the boys have? Why have not.the girls as much right 
to drink liquor or beer and smoke or chew tobacco as the boys have? I 
cannot see why one sex. should have liberties of this kind that it is con- 
sidered improper för the other sex to take. I think if a man drinks he 
should not be startled if his wife does the same; and if he makes a 
drunkard of her by his example, he will have a great deal to answer for. 
These are things, my brethren and sisters, that enter into our everyday 
lives. I would like myself to see a generation of young men growing up 
that would abstain from these vices. And we who are fathers should set 
examples of this kind. I know it is not necessary to be talking to our 
families all the time about the Word of Wisdom, if we set a proper 
example ourselves ; but if we do not set such an example, then we have to 
be continually talking in order to counteract the influence of our own 
example. I feel that fathers will have much to answer for in these 
matters ; for if a man takes a correct course in this direction, his wife 
and his children will follow his example. | 
God has said that those who will observe this counsel shall have wisdom 
given to them, even great treasures of wisdom. And these are the men 
we want—men of wisdom. And will you have wisdom if you take this 
course? Just as sure as God has said so; for His word will not fail. And 
those who observe the Word of Wisdom will be distinguished among this 
people because of the wisdom that God will give them. God will give 
them the blessings that He has promised, and He will preserve them. 
When you go as Elders to administer in a family that observe these words 
of God, you will have faith to lay hands on the sick and to ask the bless- 
ings of God in their behalf, and to heal them through the power of God; 
whereas if they are living in violation of these words, the faith of the 
Elders and of the persons themselves will be weakened, and they will not 
have enough to claim the promises that God has made. This la grippe 
and other diseases that are going through the country are merely pre- 
cursors of the pestilences that will yet sweep through the nations of the 
earth, and we are required to stand in holy places that we may escape 
these destructions: and God has given unto us these counsels that we may 
be fortified, so to speak, against these scourges. You know what they did 
in Israel. The Lord commanded them, through Moses, to sprinkle blood 
on the lintels of their doors. They did this, and the destroying angel 
passed them by and did not slay the firstborn of any of the Hebrews; but 
every firstborn of the Egyptians was slain. In the museum at Berlin, 1 
believe, there is a record in stone, found in Egypt, which establishes the 
fact in the minds of Egyptologists that the king of Egypt himself lost his 
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firstborn on some occasion, and it is made plain, they think, that it was 
when the destroying angel passed over Egypt. Not a Hebrew lost his 
firstborn, because they observed the necessary requirement. God has, in 
His revelation to us, used this fact to bring home to us the importance of 
this cou and what blessings will follow the observance of it. There- 
fore, we should have faith in God in these matters, believe that which He 
says, and claim the promises. Not that we can altogether escape death, 
for death is in the world ; but we may escape these pestilences and judg- 
ments that are going forth among the nations of the earth. 3 
Already it seems as though the elements had been let loose with a 
violence that has not been known for generations. Read the accounts of 
the floods, the fires, the earthquakes, the tempests and the awful destruc- 
tion that has come upon the people in various places. God has predicted 
this through the mouths of His holy Prophets, and He has commanded us 
to gather out from the nations of the earth. He has given unto the people 
a wonderful spirit of gathering. He has done this for the express purpose 
of separating us from the wicked world and preserving a righteous seed 
in the earth, that when the judgments of God go forth there will be some 
that will be spared. But how few there are out of those that have received 
the truth who have maintained their integrity and kept the faith! It is 
sad to think how large a number of people who once knew the Gospel 
have fallen away from it, and are not sharers now in its blessings. You 
men of middle age can think of your former acquaintances and can recall 
the families that you knew in your early life—the friends probably of your 
_ youth—and where are they now? Some have gone here and there. Some 
have died out of the Church. Others have lost the faith and gone no one 
knows where. It is a sad thing to contemplate how many who have re- 
ceived the Gospel have lost the Spirit of God and become aliens to the 
covenant, having no name or place, nor their children among the people 
of God. Why is this, brethren and sisters? Is it because God has with- 
drawn His blessings and power from them out of caprice? Is it because 
they were predestined to lose the faith? Do you think there was any 
fatalism about this, and that these people could not help doing what they 
have done? Why, no; it is as plain as the light that shines through these 
windows that that is not the case. It is because they themselves have 
laid the foundation for apostasy. They have grieved the Spirit of God 
and caused its withdrawal from them. 
[ro BE CONTINUED. | 


LIVERPOOL CONFERENCE. 


Tue Liverpool Conference was s held in the Operative Spinner’s Institute, 
9 St. Peter’s Street, Blackburn, on Sunday, September 11, 1892. There 
were present: Elders J. H. Anderson and J. C. Cutler, of the Liverpool 
office; R. D. Brown, traveling Elder in the Manchester Conference; W. G. 
McAlister, traveling Elder in the Scottish Conference; Abraham Fawson, 

President of, and Samuel Brockbank, J. P. Youd, Geo. S. Obray, Geo. D. 
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Snell, Jr., Henry Boyce, David Williams, Charles Murdock and Geo. M. 
Thompson, traveling Elders in the Liverpool Conference. 

10:30 a.m. Singing. Prayer by Elder MoAlister. 

President Fawson said he was pleased to see so many present, and hoped 
all would be benefited by coming together and receiving that spiritual i in- 
struction which was necessary for their welfare. 

Elder Williams spoke of the restoration of the Gospel, showing the order 


of its principles and the benefits of obedience thereto. 


Elder Thompson said it was necessary for men to exercise faith in God, 
and repent of their sins; then they would be in a condition to receive a 
remission of their sins through baptism. This was the teaching of the 
Lord and His Apostles, as recorded in the New Testament. 

Elder Brown said the Savior taught that a man must be called of God 
in order to preach the Gospel. Whenever the Lord had a people on the 
earth He had a Prophet to lead them by giving to them the revealed word 
of God. This condition existed in the early Christian Church, and under 
a universal apostasy it ceased to exist when the Saints were overcome, as 
foretold by John the Revelator. 

Elder Worley said that if mankind wish to gain salvation in the kingdom 
of heaven they must keep the Lord’s commandments. He pointed out the 
order of these commandments or laws in the Gospel, and how the Scrip- 
tures taught obedience thereto as the only means of salvation. 


Singing. Benediction by Elder Youd. 
2:30 p.m. Singing. Prayer by Elder Brockbank. The Sacrament was 


administered by Elders Obray and Snell. 


Elder Boyce said it was of importance to all who were working for salva- 
tion that they learn that the only way to gain it was by accepting the 
Gospel as taught by Jesus and His Apostles, unmixed by the traditions 
and commandments of men. 

The authorities of the Church, of the European Mission, and of the 
Liverpool Conference were presented and unanimously sustained. 

The report of the Liverpool Conference for the five months ending Sep- 
tember 11, 1892, was read as follows; Tracts distributed 26,659; general 
meetings 173; open air meetings 53; books disposed of 102; Sunday 
schools 2; | Rapttead 15; emigrated 10; died 1; children blessed 23 Apostle 
13 Seventies H; High Priest 1; Elders 8 ; Priests 2; Teachers 2; Mem- 
bers 75; total 100. 

Elder Anderson spoke of the necessity of becoming acquainted with the 
true plan of salvation, and explained the first principles of the Gospel. 

Singing. Benediction by Elder Cutler. 

6pm. Singing. Prayer by Elder Murdock. 

Elder Cutler spoke of the restoration of the Gospel and of the principles 


' pertaining thereto. He admonished all to search the Scriptures and learn 


for themselves of the truth. The Latter-day Saints knew they had re- 
ceived the principles of salvation which were taught in the Scriptures. 


Elder Snell said it was for the purpose of speaking the truth and spread- 
ing the Gospel of our Lord and Savior that he left his home. All people 


should exercise faith in God, repent of their sins and be baptized that they 


4. 
* 
2 
* * 
7 
i, 
* 
* 
—4 
* ‘ J 


614 LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


may get a remission thereof, and thereby be in a placed in a position to 
receive the Holy Ghost by the laying on of the hands of those who had 
authority to confer this gift of our Lord. 

Elder Anderson spoke on the plan of redemption for the living and the 
dead which was * in the words and actions of our Lord and 


Master. 

President Fawson bore dense to the truth of the principles Wunbt 
by the Elders, and invoked the blessing of the Lord on all present. 

Elder Brockbank encouraged the Saints to continue in the path of duty, 


and to hold fast to that which is good. 
Singing. Benediction by Elder Obray. 
GEORGE S. Osray, Clerk of Conference. 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 


A fire at Rockaway Beach, New York, on September 20, destroyed over one hundred 
houses. | 

A disastrous boiler explosion, at Comber, Ontario, Canada, on September 18, killed 
eight men and severely injured twenty others. 

Six persons were killed and ten injured in a railway accident at Lisbon, Spain, on 
September 16. The train left the rails while rounding a curve. | 
The surplus wheat available to be shipped to England this year from Manitoba and 
the Northwest provinces is estimated at fifteen million bushels. 

The oldest man in England is said to be Amos Jinks, a native of Shropshire, but now 
living at Wellingborough, Northamptonshire. He is 107 years of age. | 

M. de Poumayrac, who was sent with a Belgian expedition into the interior of Africa, | 
has been massacred, with all his company, whose bodies were cooked and eaten by Berber 
natives, on the Kotto River. 

The Tokushima district of Japan was recently visited by a terrible hurricane, and 
over 300 people were killed. Twenty thousand acres of land were devastated by inun- 
dations, and 42,000 houses destroyed. In the prefecture of Oita, Japan, the epidemic of 
dysentery caused 372 deaths in the first week in August. 

A band of robbers wrecked a passenger train near Osage, Kansas, U.S.A., on the 
Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe railway, on September 21, five persons being killed out- 
right, and many others injured, some of them fatally. The same day fourteen persons 
were killed and five injured by a railway collision at Shreve, Ohio. 

There has been a further considerable decrease in cholera during the past week, and in 
the United States the crisis is declared to be past, though vessels are subject to strict 
quarantine. The panic in South America has abated. In Europe the disease is wide- 
spread, but the number of new cases occurring is comparatively few. 

The steam whaler Kite, which left St. John’s, Newfoundland, three months ago, to re- 
lieve the Peary Arctic expedition, returned on September 12, bringing back the exploring 
party, with the exception of one member, Mr. Verhoof, who failed to return to the camp 
while in winter quarters, and was given up as lost. Lieutenant Peary claims to have 


established the northern boundary of the Arctic mainland, and to have fixed a base of 


operations for the main journey yet to be undertaken. 

A Frenchman has proposed to erect in Paris the largest telescope in the world. It is 
to give four times more light than any instrument now known. Objects on the moon’s 
surface twenty-one feet square will by this instrument be made visible. The largest 
disc yet made weighs only 1200 pounds, whereas the new one must weigh nearly nine 
tons. ‘The instrument is to be 132 feet long and two inches less than ten feet in diameter. 
The great concave mirror is to be furnished by the St. Gobain glass works. __ 85 
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being made to open the railway, which is being 
built by a French company, on September 26. Letters received from Jerusalem by the 
Palestine Exploration Fund mention that the first locomotive reached the Holy City on 
August 21. The whole of the permanent way has been laid. The terminus, which is not 
yet completed, will be on the west of the road to Bethlehem, about half a mile from the 
Jaffa Gate, the Valley of Hinnom separating the railway from the town. 


Near Altoona, Pennsylvania, on September 9, a collision occurred between an express 
and a work train, in which seven persons were killed and three severely injured. The 
next day a goods train ran into a passenger train at Watertown, Massachussetts, kill- 
ing nine of the passengers and injuring thirty-nine others. On September 12, a railway 
accident at Plymouth, England, caused a train to go over an embankment, injuring seven 
persons and killing one. The same daya collision between two trains at Tatar Bazard- 
jik, Bulgaria, caused the death of one man and the wounding of other. 


A dispatch from New York, September 19, says: Mr. Jenkins, the health officer, 
to-day sent the Cepheus to convey the cabin passengers of the Wyoming to Fire Island. 
They, however, refused to leave the ship, declaring that she was not infected with cholera. 
Mr. Jenkins says that he will insist upon the removal of the passengers to-mvurrow, and 
will employ force if necessary. The second cabin and steerage passengers have issued an 
appeal to the public against their further detention, claiming that the ship is healthy, 
and that there has been no disease on her at any time.” The next day the Wyoming: 
passengers were landed at Fire Island. 


down in the bowels of the earth, blasting away great masses of rock with dynamite, then 
loosening them up with picks and loading the materials in cars to be carried away to the 
surface. On October 4, 1890, the great Niagara Falls Tunnel was begun, and on October 4, 
1892, this army will have forced a passageway 6000 feet in length through solid rock, 
which for ages has held back the torrents of the Niagara river. This will only leave 1000 
feet to be blasted to complete the work as originally intended. There are 1300 men on 
the pay-roll, and an actual working force of 800 men, divided into two shifts, is work- 
ing, one by day and the other by night, so that the work never stops except for meal 
hours. Ten hours on and ten off is the daily routine for each man. It makes no differ - 
ence to him whether he works at night or in the daytime, for away down in the earth’s 
bosom where he toils the darkness is not disturbed by a single ray of sunlight. Little 
wires threading the path of the great holes give out here and there dim sparks of electric 
light, which twinkle like stars in the gloom. On an average, 1400 lbs. of dynamite are 
used every twenty-four hours, or a car load every sixteen days. This deadly explosive 
is received at the work in a frozen state, and stored in a big magazine. From this recep- 
tacle it is taken to the thaw-house as needed. The thaw-house is a building separate 
from all others. Eight feet away from it is a fire-proof stove-house, and heat is generated 
in the thaw-house by means of hot water. The amount of work that remains to be done 
is a light task compared with what has already been accomplished. The great water-race 
in which the huge turbine wheels will turn will be an elongated excavation accommo- 
dating four wheels ina row. The wheel pit will be about 170 feet deep from the surface 
of the ground to the point of discharge from the wheels. The actual water-head will be 
about 140 feet. The canal which is to admit the water from the river to the wheel pits 
is more than 100 feet wide, and will have a water depth of twelve feet. This channel is fully 
half excavated, and the massive walls which will compose its sides and contain the gates 
for the control of the water supply are progressing with all possible speed. The under- 
taking of the Tunnel Power Company has stimulated the Niagara Falls Hydraulic Canal 
Company, and their old raceway is being dredged to carry a depth of twelve feet of water, 
about fifty feet wide. The wheels will be placed on the company’s property on the river 
bank, not far from the mouth of the new tunnel. There is little room for factories there, 
bat a huge bettery of dynamos will be arranged for the conversion of the enormous power 
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THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 1892. 


BEHAVIOR IN PLACES OF WORSHIP. 


THE circumstances under which the Latter-day Saints are placed are the 
occasion of a considerable variety in the surroundings and dimensions of 
their meeting houses. Where many of the people are gathered together 
they provide themselves with commodious and well-furnished buildings ; 
but where the Saints are few in number and scattered among those who 
are strangers to the faith, a room in some private dwelling often has to 
suffice for their assemblages. But whether in stately edifice or humble 
cottage, they should be deeply impressed, as a worshiping congregation, 
with the fact that the house of God is a house of order. This rule of order 
is applicable to the principles which govern salvation; each must be 
properly observed at the appropriate time and place, that it may become 
available to the one who would progress in the knowledge and blessings 
of the Lord. The rule also applies to tabernacles, or halls, or habitations 
where the Saints congregate to pay their devotions to the Most High. | 
That whiclr is disorderly is offensive to the Lord, and therefore cannot 
be accepted of and blessed by Him. Asan effect of their financial con- 
dition, people are sometimes required to worship in houses that are far 
from being richly furnished or elaborately decorated. Elegant fittings and 
ornamentation may minister to the convenience and even comfort of those 
who assemble in a house of worship, but they do not add to the sacred 
character of the place. That arises from its purpose and use. If a room 
designed for meetings is untidy in its appearance, by the chairs or seats 
being disarranged, or the walls and floor begrimed with dirt, its sanctity, 
if any be intended for it, is detracted from. But a clean and tidy appear- 
ance is evidence of the respect in which it is held by those who occupy it; 
for cleanliness is an element of sacredness. 

The suggestions with respect to the harmonious and peaceful aspect of 
the room and its furniture may also apply to the conduct of people who 
assemble there. Those who are permitted to enter a house of worship 
should exhibit due reverence therein, because of the One to whose service 
it is set apart, if only temporarily. Elements of a disturbing nature are 
out of place in a house used for the worship of God, even when divine ser- 
vice is not going on. The jostling, boisterous mirth, allowing of children 
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to run noisily about or climb over benches, and other features of like 
character that are sometimes witnessed at the close of téligious meetings, 
are entirely inappropriate, and wherever a disposition to engage therein 
is shown it should receive a prompt and effective check from those in 
charge. The Saints especially should decry all such improper conduct, by 
exhibiting true dignity and being models of propriety and decorum. If 
there should be any in authority in branches, districts or conferences, who 
fail to enforce these proper rules in their meeting houses they are guilty 
of neglecting a responsibility that rests with their calling. 

It is not needful that in sacred edifices people should display an appear- 
ance of unsociability, or draw long faces that betoken either pretense of 
sadness or real sorrow. That would also be inappropriate, for the house 
of the Lord is not a house of gloom. It is emphatically the opposite—it 
is a house of prayer, of praise, of faith, of rejoicing. The fulness of a glad 
heart is manifest in a smiling countenance and words of comfort and 
cheer. But happiness i is not hilarity ; cheerfulness is not levity ; 3 light- 
heartedness is not lightmindedness. Be sociable, be candid, be joyous; 
but withal be dignified, gentle, and orderly. J. H. A. 


BACK BITING AND TALEBEARING. 


EVERY good a to the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and, as Latter-day 
Saints, we have learned that if there are things lovely, virtuous, or of good 
report, we seek those things. The person who obeys the Gospel properly, 
by entering in at the right door, receives the gift of the Holy Spirit, by 
the light of which he may go on increasing in wisdom and all good as long 
as he lives. It requires only the inclination and will, and such actions as 
shall insure the good Spirit dwelling in him always, to accomplish the 
desired results and to perform the wished-for works. To a great extent, 
then, men are the architects of their own salvation, or progress. When 
things are viewed in this light, the acts of men become important factors 
in their lives, and small matters are of mighty weight in forming and 
perfecting character. This is our excuse for touching upon the subject 
of backbiting, which is the source of great evil among the people, injuring 
not alone the attacked, but those also who so far forget themselves as to 
permit evil tongues to be their rulers. | 
Let people think of this, and learn wisdom. If a person desires to feel 
well and be at ease, he must do right, because wrongful or evil acts kindle 
misery and engender strife. By this test we may know when we are in 
harmony with the Spirit of God, which always brings peace, and by it also 
men may judge their acts, and know whether they are good or evil. Let 


us ask those who speak ill of their neighbors or others, Do they feel well, 


or enjoy the good Spirit; or does this course lead to good results? The 
answer is, verily not. This being the case, how true are the words of the 
wise man when he said: He that uttereth a slander is a fool” (Prov. x: 
18) ; he is foolish because he destroys the emotions of joy in his own and 
in his brother’s heart, and makes a desolate ruin of their good feelings, his 
evil act resulting in disunion and strife. We are informed from the same 
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source, and: experience has proven it to be correct, that “the Lord hateth 
a lying tongue” (Prov. vi: 17); and He also “hateth a false witness, that 
speaketh lies, and he that soweth discord among brethren ” (Prov. vi: 19). 

The Spirit of God will not dwell in unclean tabernacles, nor strive with 
a lying tongue. If Saints wish to enjoy the Holy Ghost, and those sweet 
and soothing influences that follow in its train, their speech must be clean 
and pure from backbiting and evil-speaking, as their tabernacles must be 
pure and free from the contaminating degradations of the world’s wicked- 
ness. If this be not the case, they need to repent, lest the light of truth 
which they have known shall become gross darkness, and they be cut off 
from the mercies of God. 

Let the Saints remember that “where no wood is, there the fire goeth 
out; so where there is no talebearer, the strife ceaseth” (Prov. xxvi: 20). 
Lies and thoughtless tales are like wood added to a burning fire. As the 
flames would cease without the fuel,so would many of the troubles that 
now exist among the Saints cease if each person for himself would decide 
to avoid all thoughts of talebearing and evil-speaking, and would tell the 
truth alone, and say that only when there is occasion for it. The Saints 
owe the duty to the Lord, to themselves, and to their brethren and sisters, 
that they should learn to bridle and control their tongues. By constant 
effort and prayers to God for His assistance this can be done, and being 
accomplished, they can show to the world that their faith is not in vain. 
The Saints formerly were exhorted: “If any man among you seem to be 
religious, and bridleth not his tongue, but deceiveth his own heart, this 
man’s religion is in vain” (James i: 26). The same counsel applies to the 
_ Latter-day Saints with equal force. The labor devolving upon them with 
respect to conquering their faults will tend to make them strong, if they 
have will and patience to overcome ; but if not, what better are they than 
the world ? | | | 

Here is work for all. Let every person take a portion of this responsi- 
bility upon himself. Let the conference Presidents, the Elders on mis- 
sions, the Teachers, and the Priesthood generally first question themselves, 
then teach the people, and let all listen and repent, heeding the admoni- 
tion of the Apostle J ames, to “lay aside all filthiness and superfluity of 
naughtiness, and receive with meekness the engrafted word, which is able 
to save your souls.” | | E. H. A 


A LETTER received in Liverpool on September 21, from Elders F. W. Clark 
and H. F. Liljenquist, who were among those detained on the Guion steam- 
ship Wyoming, states that all on board were well except a few of the 
steerage passengers, among whom there had been two deaths from asphyx- 
iation during the fumigation of the ship. They state that there was no 
cholera on board, though the officials insisted that the vessel should remain 
in quarantine. 

RELEASES AND APPOINTMENT.—Elder J enn D. Stark is released, owing 
to the impaired condition of his health, from his labors as traveling Elder 
in the London Conference, where he has been for eighteen 
months, to return home. 
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Elder Albert C. Young is released from his labors as traveling Elder in 
the Cheltenham Conference, and is appointed to n in the nnn 
department of the Liverpool office. 


CHANGE OF Appress.—The address of the President of the RE 
Conference has been changed to 416 Collyhurst Road, Manchester. 


ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDENCE. 


IN a letter written September 12, Elder Andrew Morrison, who is a 
in company with Elder Wm. D. Callister, in the Leeds Conference, says: 
„We spent last week in Denholme, where we found things very fair. I 
have never before, during my time here, done as much talking in one week 
as I did the last. When we went over, at the first house we visited they 
called us in, and I can assure you we had the principles of salvation up. 
We spent the whole day and evening, until 8:30, at that house. The next 
day, when we went out, we found that this family had visited two other fam- 
ilies, who also gave an invitation to come in and talk to them. This took 
up the time, so that during the day I only got to five families, and returned 
home at 9:30 p.m. The lady at the house we first visited did us lots of 
good. She enjoyed our talk, saying of our words, ‘for they sound as from 
one having authority.’ We are in hopes of doing some good here.“ 
Elder David Wilcken, who, in company with Elder Jos. H. Salisbury, is 

engaged in missionary labors at Harrogate, Yorkshire, says, in a letter 
dated Septeniber 14: Our meetings are all well attended, and a room in 
a private residence is not large enough to hold us all. We are intending 
to change our meeting- place into a hall which Brother Squance and Sister 
Dickinson have rented for us, and will hold our first meeting there on 
Sunday next. I have no doubt but that we are going to do a good work 
here in course of time. There is quite a spirit of inquiry existing among 
the people. They seem to want to learn something about us for them- 
selves, and as we feel like declaring to them the truth, they will not have 
to wait long for the information after we get the opportunity of im- 
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KING NEBUCHADNEZZARS DREAM. 


[CONCLUDED FROM PAGE 596.] 


Adam: The kingdom which the God of heaven was to set up in the latter 
days is to grow and increase till its dominion extends to the utmost 
boundaries of the earth; and it is also destined to “stand forever.” Its 
complete universality is indicated i in the statement that “the stone that 
smote the image became a great mountain and filled. the whole earth.” In 
other words, the kingdoms of this world are” to become the the king- 
dom of our Lord and of His Christ, and He shall reign for ever and ever.” 

Then, indeed, “the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the glory of the 
Lord, as the waters cover the sea” (Hab. ii: 14). On looking, however, at 
eens Christian church, which assumes the character of being the 
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kingdom of God, we shall find that, in regard to unity and tendency to 
universality, its real character does not correspond with that assumed. It 
is made up of a number of contradictory, discordant “denominations ;” 
and the work of factious division is continually on the increase, no two 
rival parties agreeing in matters of faith and practice. Can, then, these 
various sectarian churches of so-called Christendom be truly regarded as 
constituting, in the aggregate, that glorious and triumphant kingdom 
which “the God of heaven” was to “set up” on the earth in the latter 
days? No! a thousand times, Vo / The kingdom of God is a kingdom 
of order and unity, not of discord and schism. The little stone from the 
mountain was to grow and become itself a mountain, which would increase 
and expand till it ultimately filled the whole earth. But it could not grow 
by dividing itself; it could not increase by schism ; ; it could not gain 
power by disunion ; it could not break the i image in pieces and stand for- 
ever by splitting itself into pieces and falling into ruin and decay. The 
„little one” was to “become a thousand,” and the “small one a strong 
nation” (Isaiah lx: 22); but that could only be effected by union, and not 
separation and opposition. The kingdom of God must be a kingdom of 
true men who are one in all things: hence it can “never be destroyed * 
nor “left to other people.” 

Again: The kingdom of the last days is to be given to the Saints of 
the Most High,” who shall “ possess” it “forever, even for ever and ever,” 
according to the testimony of Daniel (chapter vii: 18). The Latter-day 
Saints have not arrogated this name to themselves. It was given to them 
by revelation from the Lord Himself. They are “ Saints of the Most 
High,” because, as a people, they are faithful and obedient to the com- 
mands and revelations of the Most High ; and He recognizes them as His 
people, by accepting their services and bestowing upon them many bless- 
ings, both of a temporal and spiritual nature, with the various and prom- 
ised gifts of the Spirit as their inheritance. The sects of the day neither 
are nor profess to be Saints. They ignore the title, and call themselves 
after the names of their own schismatical founders and leaders; they re- 
nounce the principles and ordinances of the Gospel, as anciently believed 
and obeyed by the Saints, and adopt the creeds and traditions of men in 
their stead ; they set aside and disavow the inspirations, revelations, and 
gifts of the Spirit enjoyed by the ancient Saints, and declare such things 
to be unnecessary and altogether done away ; they reject and repudiate 
the organization and authority of the holy Priesthood, which formerly led 
and guided the churches of the Saints; in short, there is no feature which 
identified the Saints of old, as a people, that can be found characterizing 
the religious communities and denominations of people who compose what 
is called modern Christendom. Yet they have the unblushing assurance, 
amidst all their conflicting differences of faith and practice in every de- 
partment of religion and life, to regard themselves as constituting the 
universal kingdom of God alluded to by Daniel. In the absence, however, 
of any evidence that God recognizes them as His people, and in the ab- 
sence of all the marks of legitimate Saints, such an assumption is alto- 
gether vain and futile. The latter-day kingdom was to be given to the 
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not merely nominal, but practical ond divinely-acknowledged Latter-day 
“ Saints of the Most High.” 

It appears, then, we think, sufficiently clear that the latter-day kingdom 
alluded to by the Prophet Daniel was not established at the commence- 
ment of what is called the Christian era ; and certainly the present jar- 
ring sects of Christendom cannot with any degree of truthfulness and 
consistency be said to constitute that divine kingdom. 

The only question now to be decided, therefore, is: When is that long- 
predicted kingdom to be established! 

Our answer is: It is now being set up, by the God of heaven, upon the 
earth. The little stone, which is the foundation or nucleus of that king- 
dom, is now being detached from the mountain; and though it may be 
now a “stone of stumbling and offense” to the nations and haughty ones 
of the earth, it is destined ere long to “overturn, overturn, overturn” all 
the machinations and wicked devices of its enemies; and its progress 
from its mountain fastness will be felt, even by its bitterest foes, as an 
omen of their speedy downfall. It will continue to rise from henceforth 
in majesty and power, and will “never be destroyed” nor “left to other 
people.” It will “break in pieces and consume” all the kingdoms of the 
world that will not submit to the dominion of “the God of heaven,” and 
itself will “stand forever.” 

In the year 1830, the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints was 
organized, consisting of only six members ; and from that time till now it 
has gone on steadily progressing in Winde influence and power, its 
present numerical strength amounting to hundreds of thousands. 
* * The steps of progress according to human laws and legal 
authority serve as introductory helps to attain a mountainous position, 
from whence the stone can roll with greater impetus to effect the purposes 
of God, its Almighty Founder. There is a wide difference between a 
church and a kingdom. The Latter-day Saints have hitherto been organ- 

ized only as a Church: they have not yet been organized into a kingdom ; 
Congress might declaratively admit them to the privileges of statehood 
in the Federal Union, but they cannot be expected to convert a state or 
states into an independent kingdom. Human legislation will not effect 
that change, but it will be effected by Divine power. It was the God of 
heaven that founded and established His latter-day Church, and it will be 
the God of heaven who will set up and establish His own kingdom. He 
may use men as His instruments. Even the enemies of His people 
grant privileges and unwittingly adopt plans from various ral 
motives, which will ultimately assist in carrying out the hidden purposes 
of God in regard to His people, and thus form a fulcrum to sustain the 
lever by which the stone can not only be detached from the mountain, but 
also be impelled with a mighty force against the gigantic image which has 

to be broken in pieces and consumed. 

As the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints was instituted by 
God after a pattern entirely different to and distinct from that of sur- 
rounding churches of human origin, so will the kingdom of the Saints 


be organised by the God of heaven upon plan or system of govenn- 
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ment altogether diverse to the kingdoms of the world, and in all respects 
far superior to them. They are human, and therefore frail and perish- 
able in their nature; but it will be essentially Divine or theocratic, and 
therefore all-potent and eternal in its nature and character. They, con 
taining within themselves the seeds of their own dissolution and dum, 
are necessarily and meritedly doomed to destruction; but it, . essen- 
tially Divine, will as certainly “stand forever.“ 


UTAH NEWS. 


The uew Latter-day Saints’ academy of the Weber Stake, at Ogden, was dedicated on 
August 29. 

The store of Rideout & Crapo, at Sandy, Salt Lake County, was destroyed by fire on 
August 25 ; loss $10,000. 

A. term of the First District Court was, by proclamation of the governor, commenced 
on August 30, at Logan City. : 

O. E. Dallin, the sculptor, has completed the clay model of the statue of the late Presi- 
dent Brigham Young, and it is now on exhibition in Salt Lake City. 

The new Tooele Stake academy building was dedicated at Grantville on August 29. 
The cost of the building and furnishings is about $18,000, which was furnished mostly by 
residents of the Grantsville Ward. 

The low price of silver in the United States has caused the closing down of two of the 
large silver mines at Eureka, Juab County, and others are likely to follow until a change 
comes. Many men are thus thrown out of employment. | 

On August 26 a shooting affray took place at Westwater, San Juan County, Utah, 
between a ranch owner, W. E. Davis, and Charles Brock and three of his men, who are 
alleged to have been a band of cattle thieves. The three men were killed, and Brock 
shot through the head, receiving a wound that will probably prove fatal. Davies was 


The Utah papers give accounts of an effort to test the constitutionality of the Idaho 
test oath, which excludes ‘‘ Mormons” from voting, before the courts of the state. The 
territorial law was held by the United States supreme court to be valid, but under the 
changed conditions it is claimed that ͤ a viola- 
tion of the Idaho state constitution. 7 


Historic Irmems.—The streets of were 150 feet in width. The 
most which surrounded the walls was kept constantly filled with water from the Eu- 
_ phrates, for protection against invasion. The siege of Babylon lasted about two years. 
The river running through the city was nearly a quarter of a mile wide ; and during the 
siege, ships sailing along the middle of its stream brought supplies into the interior, the 
invading army, though mortified at the sight, being unable to hinder it. The city had a 
twenty years’ supply of provisions, and had sufficient pasturage and arable land within 
its walls to sustain its inhabitants for a considerably longer period. The artificial lake, 
formed in the days of Nebuchadnezzar to receive the waters of the Euphrates during the 
construction of the tunnel, was square in form, being fifty miles each way, or 200 miles 
in circumference. The coins of ancient Persia were stamped with the figure of a ram ; 
and the king of Persia, according to Ammianus Marcellinus, wore a crown of gold in the 
form of a ram’s head, studded with precious stones. Even to the present day may be 
seen, on the remaining pillars of ruined Perseopolis, sculptures of ram’s heads with un- 
equal horns. On ancient Macedonian monuments may be seen figures of a one-horned 
goat; and on an antique gem in the Florentine collection is found the head of a ram with 


that of a goat engraved together, ee 
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The resignation of United States Marshal Parsons was requested by the department of 
justice at Washington on August 29. Mr. Parsons received his appointment as marshal 
of Utah from President Harrison, and the cause of his removal has not been made public 
as yet. 

W. F. Helfrich, the “Liberal” city treasurer of Ogden, has been shown to be a de- 
faulter to the amount of $10,297.97 to the city, and $2000 to the school fund. His bonds- 
men, on August 26, paid $10,097.82 of the amount, and promised a settlement of the re- 
mainder, in order to save Helfrich from prosecution. Se and W. 
W. Corey was elected as his successor. 

Fred. J. Cooke came before the United States court in Salt Lake City on August 26, on 

an application for the release of himself and two companions. The three had been kid- 
— by a band of Indians on the reservation, just south of Bluff City, Utah, because 
somebody had stolen some horses, and the three young men happened along just in time 
to be taken for the thieves. They were sent to the penitentiary, but as the arrest was 
illegal, and there was no ground for the accusation against them, they were liberated by 
the court. 

Governor Thomas appointed the following delegates to represent the Territory of Utah 
at the Great Western Inter-state Wool Congress, held in the city of Albuquerque, New 
Mexico, September 16 and 17: Charles Crane, of Juab County; Professor J. W. San- 
born, of Cache County; Major V. M. C. Silva and Hon. J. W. Mackey, of Salt Lake 
County; John T. Rich, of Box Elder County; Hon. George Webb and T. G. Wimmer, 
-of Utah County ; Luther Tuttle, of Sanpete County ; Patrick Haley, of Weber County ; 
and Charles Andrews, of Juab County. | 

atten Paciite tenia. elt Ogden tor an the 
passengers were surprised by hearing a child’s cry under one of the seats. Investigation 
revealed a wooden box in which was concealed an infant girl, but there was no indication 
of who its parents were or where it had been placed on the train. It is supposed that 
some one entered the train while it was at one of the stations in the north of Cache 
Valley, early in the morning, and put the box with the infant under the seat. Mrs. 
Hagar Singleton, of Provo, who was a passenger on the train from Ogden, was requested 
to take charge of the babe for the present. 

Somewhat of a sensation was created in business circles in Salt Lake City, on August 
29, by developments in connection with a suit against the Union Pacific Railway, by the 
Salt Lake Chamber of Commerce, of which Mr. S. W. Sears is secretary. Mr. Ecvles, 
of the railway company, received an offer from a person signing himself E. E. 
Edwards,“ offering to furnish him with valuable papers in the suit, prepared by the 
chamber of commerce for its case: By legal advice, Mr. Eccles followed this offer to 
learn what there was in the matter, and was aided by detectives.. He sought an inter- 
view with 4 Edwards,” who would not appear, but said that S. W. Sears, Jr., would act 
in his stead. Mr. Eccles met Mr. Sears, Jr., and obtained definite information of the in 
tention to betray the chamber of commerce, and also that the papers would Nigh pons 
monetary value to the railway company. At this juncture the newspapers, which ob- 
tained information of the proceedings, made them public, and it, was from that source 
that Mr. Sears, senior, learned of what was going on. He called a meeting of the 
- directors of the chamber of commerce, and ushered into their presence his sun, who con- 
fessed to having manipulated the scheme, but said he was prompted to it by another 
party. The importance of the suit makes the matter one of a very serious nature to 
young Sears and whoever is connected with him in it, if there is another person. An in- 
vestigation was at once made by the directors of the chamber of commerce, and until this 
was concluded the directors forbade the secretary to make any statement in the premises. 
When it was finished, however, and they were satisfied that he had no knowledge of the 
scandalous transaction, his statement to the effect that he never heard of the matter till 
he saw it in the newspapers was taken, and the ae all blame 
and passed a vote of confidence in him. ; 
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